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Winter Tire Tip

1. “The pedestrian had no idea which way

Do you need winter tires?

2. “The car in front hit the pedestrian but

to run, so I ran him over.”

he got up so I hit him again.”
3. “The guy was all over the road. I had to
swerve a number of times before I hit
him.”
4. “I saw the slow moving, sad faced old
You know it’s coming. Snow and slush. Freezing rain. Maybe even black ice.
But do you know if your tires are ready for all of that?
When driving in Washington in the wintertime, your tires just might be the most important safety
feature on your car. The right ones can get you to your destination safely. The wrong ones? Well, just
look over in the ditch during the next storm.
So how do you figure out what’s best for your vehicle? Here are five things to know about winter tires:
1. Winter tires really are different than regular tires.
Winter tires have deeper tread, along with siping (slits in the tread blocks). This increases the number
of edges that touch the road, resulting in better traction and handling. They also stay softer than other
tires do in cold weather, thanks to special rubber compounds designed specifically for winter use. That
helps increase traction as well.
2. If your area regularly drops below 45 degrees, you probably need winter tires.
Winter tires don’t just perform better in snow and ice. They are better for cold weather in general. So if
you get some chilly days where you live, consider a set – a full set. Installing just two winter tires can
cause handling problems.

gentleman as he bounced off the roof of
my car.”
5. “Three women were talking to each
other, and when one stepped back and
one stepped forward, I had to have an
accident.”
6. “The other car collided with mine without giving warning of it’s intentions.”
7. “I pulled away from the side of the
road, glancing at my mother-in-law, and I
headed over the embankment.”

3. There are two main categories.
Studless snow and ice tires are designed for extreme conditions. They are better in deep snow than
performance winter tires, which are for light snow and ice. What about studded tires? Well, they give
you great traction on ice but also damage roads. And some experts say chains do just as well.

8. “An invisible car came out of nowhere,

4. You still need to check the pressure — once a week.
If your tires are underinflated, they are at risk of failing. In winter, if they’re overinflated, your traction
will be significantly reduced.

9. “The indirect cause of the accident was

5. You still need to check the tread, too.
An inexpensive tool found at auto-parts stores can be used for this, or you can use a penny. Stick the
coin into the groove of the tire, with Lincoln’s head down. Is some of his hair hidden? Good. Can you
see all of Abe’s hair? It’s time for new tires. Right now.
We here at Gress Kinney Parrish know that nobody wants to spend too much time thinking about tires.
The good news is you don’t have to. Just a little bit of preparation, along with some routine maintenance, will keep you driving all winter long.

struck my car, and vanished.”

a little guy in a small car with a big
mouth.”
10. “I had been driving for forty years..
Then I fell asleep at the wheel and had an
accident.”

Have questions about your coverage? Give us a call! Gress Kinney Parrish Insurance Center at 509-575-0300

Drawing Winner!
And the WINNER is…

Michael Robel!!
The Just Keep Talking Referral Program!
We are sending out a $5 gift card for every referral
you send us, and entering you in the big drawing!

Michael has been a client with
us since 2006.

Each quarter we will draw a $50
WINNER!

Thank you Michael for your trust
and confidence in us!

Client Michael Robel and Agent Ricardo Villasenor

Just refer your family, friends & neighbors to our
agency. When they call or walk in for a quote and
say YOU referred them, YOU’RE A WINNER!!

Don’t Delay - Start Thinking About Winterizing Your RV
Today!

Did you know?

Unless you’re headed to a warmer climate for the Winter, Fall in Yakima is the time to start preparing
your RV for winter (as long as you’re done using it for a while, that is).
The elements can wreak havoc on your RV’s systems and exterior, but with these five RV winterization tips, you can take steps to protect your investment and make sure it’s ready to go in the spring.
Before you get started, though, remember to always check the owner’s manual for both your RV and
any appliances inside — and follow those specific instructions.
Drain and blow out the water lines. Frozen water will do a real number on your RV’s water
system. So, clear the lines and drain the tanks, and then add nontoxic (not automotive) antifreeze following the specifications in your manual.
Clean the interior. You don’t want food to spoil and risk mildew on bedding and clothing, so
remove all of it from your RV. You also want to get anything out that will attract animals
and insects looking for a cozy winter home. After you clean the interior, open up the cabinets
and fridge and leave them that way. Close your blinds to keep the sun out, too.
Then, tackle the exterior. Clean all surfaces, including tires (which should be properly inflated),
and then put on an RV cover if you have one. Make sure awnings are dry before you roll
them up, and close all the windows and doors.
Find a good place to park. After you’ve spent all this time getting your RV protected for winter,
don’t park it somewhere unsafe, where a tree could fall on it or high weeds will attract insects.
Watch the battery. Actually, don’t watch it — disconnect it, particularly if you won’t be driving
your RV for at least 30 days.

Alien abduction
insurance has been
available in the U.S.
since 1987?
Alien abduction insurance, aka
UFO insurance, is supposed to
cover you in the event that you
can prove that you have been
abducted by non-human life
forms. So long as the terms and
conditions of the policy are met.
UFO Abduction Insurance Company is Altamont Springs, Florida, sells a $10,000,000 alien
abduction policy.
Interestingly, the company has
actually paid claims and sold
more than 100,000 policies!

Bonus tip: While you’re not driving your RV, call us to discuss your insurance coverage. You may be
able to save money on your policy if it won’t be on the road for an extended period of time.

Are you following us on Facebook? Be sure to like our
page to see our giveaways, more tips, articles, local events and
MORE!

www.facebook.com/gkpinsurance/

Contact Us! For further questions and assistance, please contact Gress Kinney Parrish at 509-575-0300.

